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 ‘Cinderella & 
22nd June 2011
Dear Parent,

As you will remember, we had an inspection last month which was conducted by four members of the Education and Teaching Inspectorate. Following the inspection our provision in the area of curriculum, the quality of our teaching, our provision for Pastoral Care of both pupils and staff and the quality of leadership, was graded. 
Possible grades are:

· Outstanding

· Very Good

· Good

· Satisfactory

· Inadequate

· Unsatisfactory

Schools which are graded as satisfactory or below are the subject of a ‘follow up inspection’ . This usually takes place about eighteen months after the original inspection.

 Our inspection was a focused inspection which looked, along with Pastoral Care and Child Protection, at :

· The children’s achievements and standards in literacy, numeracy and ICT
· The quality of provision for learning; and 

· The quality of leadership and management

What is Pastoral Care?
Pastoral Care is an umbrella term which includes:

· Ethos of the school

· Learning environment

· Relationships within the school community (staff, parents, pupils)

· Interactions between children and adults

· Ensuring every child feels valued and accepted 
· Developing a positive sense of self worth and high self esteem

· Giving children ’a voice’

· Safeguarding measures

· Positive behaviour policy
· Anti-bullying procedures
· Playground facilities, playground friends etc.

· All policies followed in relation to health and safety of children including healthy eating and educating about making wise choices and sensible decisions 
· How lessons are pitched (pace and level)

· How we meet the needs of children who have special needs or an area of difficulty

· Reporting to parents

· How we support children through interaction with outside agencies 

· After school activities and clubs
Summary of Findings
Strengths: 
· the very good leadership and management of the Principal.

· the quality of the pastoral care provided for the children is outstanding 
· almost all children display exemplary behaviour both in and out of the classroom.

· the arrangements in place for safeguarding children are comprehensive and very good
· the quality of the teaching observed, almost 60% of which was very good or outstanding
· the quality of provision for English and literacy is very good 
· the quality of provision for Mathematics is very good 
· the quality of planning for teaching  across the school is very good
· the arrangements for the children who require additional support are 
       very good
· the teachers and support staff are hard working and dedicated
· teachers work very successfully to develop in children a sense of enjoyment in learning

· there is an effective policy for the monitoring of the standards of attainment in both literacy and numeracy
· children are well motivated and have a positive attitude to their learning
· parents are kept well informed

· there is valuable support given by the PTA to the school

· there are well established, valuable community links

· there are well established valuable  links with both pre-school providers and other local primary and secondary level schools

· school places a strong emphasis on caring for others in the wider community

How did we do?
“In the areas inspected the quality of education provided by Howard Primary School is VERY GOOD. The school is meeting very effectively the educational and pastoral needs of the children and has demonstrated its capacity for sustained self improvement.”

Our school will now be encouraged to become involved in the dissemination of our practice, for the benefit of other schools.

There will be no follow up inspection.
The full report can be found at:     www.etini.gov.uk

This is an excellent report with which we are all delighted.  Thank you for your continued, invaluable support.

We trust you are as proud of your school, Howard Primary School, as we are!

Yours sincerely,

Linda M Allen 
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